Summary. The 
INTRODUCTION
Ciliated cells have been recognized as a component of human endometrial epithelium for a number of years (Benda, 1894) . Although originally believed to occur only in pathological conditions (Novak & Rutledge, 1948) , ciliated cells are now accepted as being present also during the normal menstrual cycle (Schueller, 1968 (Schueller, , 1973  Armstrong, More, McSeveney & Chatfield, 1973) . The dynamics of the population of such cells during the menstrual cycle, however, is a matter of dispute. Some workers have suggested that they are only seen in the proliferative endometrium (Fruin & Tiche, 1967) while others have described them also in the secretory endometrium (Fleming, Tweeddale & Roddick, 1968; Schueller, 1968 Schueller, , 1973 (Fruin & Tiche, 1967; Fleming et al., 1968; Schueller, 1968 Schueller, , 1973 Ferenczy et al., 1972) . Although Fleming et al. (1968) (Dallenbach-Hellweg, 1971 ). The morphological basis for this decline in numbers is uncertain. The ciliated cells may undergo necrosis in situ, although evidence for this, such as an increase in pyknotic ciliated cell nuclei, has not been noted in the present study. Alternatively, the ciliated cells may develop some secretory capability (Schueller, 1968) , thus losing their histo¬ logical characteristics. The investigation of these points demands further histological and ultrastructural analysis of the ciliated cell of the human endometrium and a study of these aspects is in progress.
